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Noble Wave Joins Eclectic Mix 
of Restaurants in The Reed

If you haven’t noticed, The Reed, commonly known as 
The Reed Opera House, has been buzzing with activity 
recently. Ever since the iconic property came under new 
ownership, people are rediscovering the historic building 
and restaurant goers are finding new flavors to satisfy 
varying tastes. If you like southern Cajun, you’ll now find 
it at Noble Wave.

The Reed’s owners, Scott and Graham Chernoff of 
Cumberland Holdings, who grew up in Oregon, have 
committed to restoring and revitalizing the historic 
property.

The newest addition to the Reed is not a structure; but an 
exciting new eatery, Noble Wave Restaurant and Brewery. 
Located in the space previously operated by Brown’s 
Towne Lounge, the brewpub is owned by Louisiana natives 
Riley Vannoy, Raymond Pelas and Karl Schultz. They draw 
from their southern roots to offer a variety of classic dishes 
including gumbo and po’boys. The restaurant started 
serving customers in mid-May and word-of- mouth gets 
around fast.

“We had a great opening weekend,” said Vannoy. “We’re 
looking forward to continuing to serve the people of Salem.”

Noble Wave features a full bar, multiple televisions and 
spacious seating. The restaurant is still in the permitting 
process to begin brewing its own beer, but is open to serve 
food, cocktails and other beers on tap.

“We are so excited to welcome Noble Wave to the group 
of amazing tenants we have at the Reed,” said The Reed 
property manager, Jodie Vaughn. “ Their delicious food and 

innovative space are a great addition to our community. 
They join an outstanding group of restaurant tenants in 
The Reed who all offer something different.”

The restaurant joins a diverse group of food and drink 
tenants. Chira’s Restaurant is a popular spot for dining 
and cocktails. 503 Sushi Bar, located on the mezzanine, 
is a common meeting area for downtown professionals to 
grab lunch. Sister’s Irish Bistro serves traditional Irish food 
and has quite a following in Salem. Shops like the Little 
Cannoli and Brandy’s All City Sweets offer delicious sweets 
and desserts.

In the first few weeks since opening, Noble Wave has 
been extremely popular. It is the perfect complement to 
the variety of options in the Reed. Currently, the brewpub 
is open Wednesday through Saturday, starting at 4 p.m. 
www.EnjoyNobleWave.com

Raymond Pelas, Riley Vannoy and Karl Shultz Bring the Bayou to the Former Brown’s Towne Lounge

The Thomas Family: Noelle, Alexa, Shane, and Nick
Enjoy the Food and the Decor "We love the cool booths!"

State Mourns the Loss of 
Senator Jackie Winters

State Sen. Jackie Winters, a Salem Republican who spent decades 
in public service, died Wednesday.

The solemn news was delivered on the House floor by Speaker 
Tina Kotek, D-Portland, shortly after 2:30 p.m. Wednesday as 
lawmakers began receiving an email announcing her death. 
Several House members, including Rep. Denyc Boles, R-Salem, 
and Rep. Teresa Alonso Leon, D-Woodburn, broke into tears.

Representatives stood for a moment of silence to remember 
Winters, who was a force in the building, known for her progressive 
work on criminal justice reform as well as a unifier in the Senate 
Republican caucus. 

“She was a pioneering woman in the Oregon Legislature, a true 
historical figure,” said Senate President Peter Courtney, D-Salem. 
The two worked closely together for years. “I’ve lost my partner 
in public service. The Legislature and Oregon has lost a dedicated 
servant. We’ve lost the best of the best.”

See SALEM REPORTER, Page 7

Both Sides of the Aisle Will Miss the Unique and Effective
Leadership of State Senator Jackie Winters
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OPEN LIVING AND STUNNING VIEWS!
Total Rebuilt 2001, taking advantage of Ocean Views. Open Kitchen Living and 
Dining, 1 Bedroom /full bath plus 1/2 bath on Main. Upstairs is 2 Bedrooms each w/
full baths, Family Room Over looking lower level, and office. Most windows are Triple 
pain, 2 decks off upper level. Ocean view patio has glass walls for wind protection. 
Kitchen has Granite Counter tops. Teak wood ceilings over main level. Kitchen has 
been updated since rebuild. Beach access not far. Quality Throughout! Gas Furnace 
& Water Heater. $625,000 (747987) Don Meyer, RE/MAX Integrity, 503-999-2381

ALMOST NEW HOME!! TOTAL REMODEL!
Not lived in since rebuilt! New Kitchen 
(All Appliances, Cabinets, Counters) New 
Electrical, Plumbing, & Tankless Gas Water 
Heater. New Gas Furnace & A/C Heat Pump. 
New Roof & Fiber Cement Siding, All New 
Windows, hardwood flooring and carpets. 
Baths have tile as does Laundry room. 
Features 2 master suites, Sealed garage 
floor, and Gas Fireplace in living rm. Must 
see! Fenced back and side yard. Sealed 
Garage Floor. Very large Launary/mud Rm. 
Backyard Water feature. $469,000 (747543) 
Don Meyer, RE/MAX Integrity, 503-999-2381

Custom built home nearing completion on 3.55 flat 
acres at the end of quiet drive. Welcoming entry leads 
large great room with vault, wood stove, den/office 
and study too. The large windows bring the outside in. 
Kitchen island and large walk in pantry lead to formal 
dining room. The master suite has french doors, large 
open shower, spacious WIC that leads to concrete 
vault. Utility room leads to oversized garage with dog 
wash! Room to build your dream shop here! Christmas 
trees for small farm tax rate. (746247) Trevor Elliott 
503-602-1039

FOR LEASE. High traffic counts for this long time full 
service sign shop still conducting business but has 
space to spare. Approx. 1000 sqft available for retail, 
light manufacturing, vehicle service, offices, storage. 
Owner is flexible on space and uses. Small kitchenette 
and bathroom. Store frontage.(746190) Trevor Elliott 
503-602-1039

Located in Lakeside Village 
Manufactured Home Park. 
All age park. This 2 bd, 2 ba 
home won’t last long. Low 
maintenance yard. Newer 
flooring and carpet. Storage 
shed 10x10. Roger Elliott
503-569-5003

COUNTRY FEELING! HOME THEATER!
4 bedrm (master + 2 on main), 3 full baths, 
Office, Open Plan for Living Rm, Dining, & 
Kitchen w/ 5x20 walk-in pantry, Laundry/mud 
rm (9x11+6x7) with sink & lockers, Entry is 
8x6, Upstairs has Theater Rm w/ductless AC, 
Rec Rm w/skylites, Dry Sauna, and full bath, 
1 bedrm, and balcony off rec rm. Covered 
patio. Wood Stove in Living rm, Built-in 
speakers throughout. wide halls, Master w/
walk-in closet, tub & show, 2 sinks, Stamped 
concrete RV Pad w/ Elec. hookup, Shop w/ 
1/2 bath. $598,000 (746267) Don Meyer,
RE/MAX Integrity, 503-999-2381

Salemtowne 55+ community gem! This one has it all 
from the open living/dining and kitchen to the large 
bedrooms and large paver patio and koi pond. The 
updates have been done in the kitchen with fridge and 
updates in bathrooms! Cozy fireplace gas log in living 
room. Golf Course Views from LR, Kitchen and patio. 
Step in bath tub in master bath.(748106) Trevor Elliott 
503-602-1039
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June 4: Ribbon Cutting/
Grand Opening: Dunn 
Carney LLP

June 6: Public Policy

June 7: Greeters Networking 
Hosted By: ProFund 
Fundraising Solutions

June 7: Ribbon Cutting: 
First Commercial Real 
Estate Services, LLC and 
HomeSmart Realty Group, 
LLC

June 14: Greeters 
Networking Hosted By: 
Willamette Heritage Center

June 18: Chamber Business 
Women

June 18: SYP: Third Tuesday

June 21: Greeters 
Networking Hosted By: 
Salem-Keizer Public 
Schools-- Transportation 
Department

June 28: Greeters 
Networking Hosted By: 
Boone Ridge Senior Living
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Columnists & Editorial Contributors
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Lead
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You may have been told 
not to be an ostrich and 
“put your head in the 
sand.” You may even have 
heard of the Ostrich Effect. 

The term derives from 
the (false) narrative that 
ostriches stick their head 
in the ground to avoid 
danger. The ostrich 
(incorrectly) reasons that 
not seeing danger makes it 

go away. In the business world, the Ostrich 
Effect describes situations in which one 
avoids unpleasant realities by pretending 
they don’t exist or by actively avoiding 
sources of unpleasant news. In other words, 
ignorance is bliss. 

We all choose to be subject to the Ostrich 
Effect at some point in our lives/careers. For 
example, a struggling business owner may 
also choose to not read the paper or watch 
the news. Bad economic news stresses them 
out. They put off talking to an unproductive, 

negative employee or underestimate the 
threat of a new competitor. 

The Ostrich Effect could also mean 
postponing a dreaded meeting with the 
accountant or refusing to open a potential 
negative email. It could even be as dangerous 
as ignoring the concerns of line workers 
who warn about the impending failure of 
essential equipment.

Not acknowledging current circumstances 
makes it easy to focus on day-to-day 
operations. However, these actions will put 
a business’s long-term success at risk. While 
succumbing to the Ostrich Effect can be a 
hard habit to break, business professionals 
can take a few deliberate actions to keep 
their heads out of the sand. 

• Make informed decisions: Don’t 
use lack of information as an excuse 
to avoid decision-making. Do your 
research and solicit multiple opinions to 
make the best possible choice.

• Identify, screw up your courage 
and face your fears:  This one is easier 
said than done and it can be painful. 
Don’t allow avoidance to control you. 
Instead, address that thing you’ve been 
dreading and with it. If you find yourself 
unable to cope with certain realities 
or your fight-or-flight mechanism is 
stuck on “flight,” it may help to seek out 
professional counseling.

• Look to others for support: 
Salem has an incredible network of 
professionals who can offer advice in 
difficult times. If you’ve had a problem 
in your business, chances are someone 
else has gone through something 
similar.

Business is never easy. However, not facing 
your problems will undoubtedly, make the 
situation worse. 

MARY LOUISE 
VANNATTA
TELLING 

YOUR STORY

The Ostrich Effect
Mary Louise VanNatta, APR, CAE is the CEO of 

VanNatta Public Relations, a PR, event planning 
and consulting firm in Salem, Oregon. prsalem.com
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NOW OPEN!

NEW SALEM LOCATION

S H O W R O O M
We specialize in affordable, high-
end European vehicles to suit every 
lifestyle here in the Northwest and 
across the country. We pride our-
selves in having the best car selection 
kept in the protection of a boutique 
like indoor showroom. When you’re 
ready to buy, our finance team is 
there to find you the best financing 
solution to fit your needs. We make 
the sales process quick, easy and 
pressure free so you can drive away 
confident.

3784 Portland Road NE
SHOWROOM 503-485-0007 | SERVICE & AUTOSPA 503-485-0303

S E R V I C E
Freeman Service Center has a team 
of dedicated Advisors and certified 
technicians to take care of your ve-
hicle. Our technicians specialize in 
European mechanical repair but are 
skilled to work on any make and 
model. Use of the latest diagnostic 
equipment, tools and information 
systems allow us to efficiently and ac-
curately work on today’s sophisticated 
vehicles, keeping you and your family 
safe on the road.

A U T O S P A
Our AutoSpa offers the best cosmetic 
reconditioning and detailing services 
in Salem. We believe proper care of 
your vehicle is integral to protecting 
your investment, and are committed 
to keeping your car looking great 
throughout the lifetime of ownership.
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When Guy Fieri and his Diners Drive 
Ins and Dives Crew pulled into Lancaster 
Oregon, Population 20, he wasn’t 
disappointed, what he found was an Urban 
Legend. Founders Craig and Kim created a 
menu and experience that lead Guy to say in 
conversation, “You might want to consider a 
Multiple Location Operation or Franchising 
this Concept! Several years later JunkYard 
Extreme Burgers and Brats, is proud to 
announce the Franchising of the business. 

Most days in Lancaster, motorist race by 
at 60 miles per hour and catch a glimpse of 
people standing in line at the ridiculously, 
themed restaurant with an airplane on the 
roof. Junkyard does not advertised because 
customers do it for you. A Junkyard is a 
billboard on its own and to this day the Food 
Channel reruns the episode almost every 
month worldwide. You build it they will 
come. 

Co-founder Craig Zumwalt credits his wife 
and business partner Kim for the Incredible 
Menu of Burgers, Brats, Franks, Fries, 
Fried Cheese Pizza and more. Together they 
created a methodology that is pinnacle to 
the JunkYard brand. According to Zumwalt, 
the beauty of owning a Junkyard Extreme 

Burgers and Brats is difference with a capital 
D. It's the WOW Factor! 

It's not just one off creations, theme, or 
decor, moreover its the hundreds upon 
hundreds of Foodies who tirelessly drive 
from all parts of the country to declare our 
idea of a reinvented Burger, Dog, Sausage 
the BEST they have ever had.

That makes it worth the 13 years of blood 
and sweat it took to create this concept. To 
lead and not follow any other. To create a bar 
so high all others exist below it. 

In the game of supposed gourmet, burger 
joints the “Wow Factor” is a rare commodity. 
Junkyards work best where Junkyards are! 
No need for downtown leases, buys and 
builds, or expensive advertising campaigns. 
Out of the fray, a short destination...a place 
where folks can sit back eat, drink and 
marvel, as opposed to being led through 
another cold, checkered floor norm.

For more information please visit us at www.
extremeburgers.com or contact:

Lorne Ray
Franchise Development Coordinator
Phone: 480-370-8908
Email: LorneRay@gmail.com

JUNKYARD Rides Food Channel 
Fame into the Franchise Arena

Marion County Housing Authority 
– Real Life In Action   

Poverty wears a different face in rural 
Marion County than in urban areas but one 
critical issue remains the same: housing.

The shortage of rural housing is felt by the 
region’s aging population, by agricultural 
workers, by families and by low-wage earners, 
according to Candace Jamison, executive 
director of the Marion County Housing 
Authority (MCHA). Other challenges 
accompany that housing shortage, such as 
helping people find transportation to work, 
appointments and other activities that often 
are in larger cities.

In its work, MCHA helps fulfill the 
community’s obligation to serve the most 
vulnerable among us – children, seniors and 
individuals with disabilities.

“These are our values – these are our 
morals – in real life in action,” Jamison said.

“I think sometimes homelessness is hard 
for everyday people to put a finger on,” she 
said. “But the understanding that we need 
a safety net in our community is much 
more tangible for people to understand. So 
many people who live in our housing are 
one paycheck away from being in the same 
situation.”

That safety net is tenuous.  About 3,000 
names are on MCHA’s waiting list for Section 
8 vouchers, in which people rent through 
private landlords. Preference is given to 
applicants who already live, work or receive 
services in the community.

For the 11 properties owned by MCHA, 
there can be a yearlong wait for an apartment 
or duplex. Those sites currently serve 118 
families with children, 135 households 
headed by seniors and 43 households headed 
by a person with a disability.

Unstable, inconsistent housing can have 
generational consequences. There are 
lifelong familial and societal benefits to 
providing good housing so children growing 
up throughout Marion County have access to 
the best schools and the best opportunities, 
regardless of their economic situation.

“If we can invest in those children, we 
can essentially eliminate that generational 
poverty. If we can put resources into them, 
if we can allow them to have a stable home 
so that they can have a place to go to school, 
that is really important,” Jamison said.

MCHA, which serves all of Marion County 
outside the Salem-Keizer urban growth 
boundary, marked its 50th anniversary last 
year. Jamison has led the agency for a year 
and has ambitious plans for how it must 
evolve to meet the “steadily growing and 
steadily changing” needs.

Along with developing more MCHA-
owned housing, her goals include expanding 
partnerships. Veterans housing is an 
example of how that already happens among 
government and nonprofit agencies.

“While we have access to the vouchers 
(for housing), there are others who have 

access to, for example, security deposits 
or who are able to help veterans with case 
management services or to help them get to 
appointments,” Jamison said. “Partnerships 
are a big part of what we try to do to address 
homelessness in our community.”

One of the most important partnerships is 
with private landlords, who accept renters 
through the Section 8 program. 

The agency strives to break through 
traditional bureaucratic barriers while 
also faithfully following government 
requirements. For example, Marion and Polk 
counties collaborate so housing vouchers 
issued in one county can be used in the other.

There often are misperceptions about 
residents in subsidized or public housing: No 
one else will rent to them and they must be 
criminals, troublemakers or just lazy. That 
is not the case, according to Jason Icenbice, 
who supervises the MCHA-owned sites.

“Ninety-nine percent of the time it’s 
positive,” he said of dealing with MCHA 
clients. “We’re always trying to find avenues 
to keep the tenants in their home – to make 
sure they’re successful tenants.”

Icenbice, who came to affordable-property 
management from a career in private real 
estate, said that same philosophy applies to 
MCHA being seen as a neighborhood asset, 
“The goal is to really make nice communities, 
where if a housing unit is built near your 
house, you’re not upset about it, because 
they’re aesthetically appealing and they look 
nice and they’re functional and it’s a benefit 
to the community.”

MCHA Executive Director Candace Jamison 

By Dick Hughes, Special to SBJ
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PATTI MILNE
PEOPLE, 

PLACES & 
POLITICS

Oregon Has A Sales Tax!
The 2019 Oregon 

Legislative Session 
is a continuation of 
Democrats taking more of 
your hard-earned money, 
infringing more on your 
constitutional rights and 
instilling more socialism 
into Oregonians’ daily 
lives.

To most Oregonians, 
Sine Die, the close of the 
legislative session on 

June 30, can’t come soon enough. There are 
enough pieces of legislation this session and 
questionable maneuvers for every Oregonian 
to dislike something. But most of all, our 
small businesses, farmers and struggling 
middle- and low-income workers are taking 
the brunt of these extreme, progressive new 
laws, while big business (Nike) and public 
employee unions write the Democrats’ 
legislation.

The total cost of new taxes passed by 
this far-left, liberal Democrat-controlled 
legislature has been estimated to come to 
more than $5.6 Billion in new taxes. Yes, 

that is new taxes which are in addition to 
the existing horrifically high tax burden 
Oregonians carry. In fact, Oregon is the 4th 
biggest tax-and-spend state in America.

The major victory for Liberal Democrats 
in this 2019 Legislative Session is passage 
of HB 3427. HB 3427 is Democrats’ long-
awaited implementation of a sales tax.

House Bill 3427, the Corporate Activities 
Tax, is a gross receipts tax which taxes 
sales regardless of profit. This is a Sales 
Tax. Oregon voters have time and again 
voted against a sales tax, but the Liberal, 
Progressive Democrats cunningly found a 
suspicious way around to implement their 
long-sought sales tax. This is just the first 
step in a full blown state sales tax.

The Republican Senate walkout got a 
little attention and woke up a few sleepy 
Republican supporters. But the Democratic 
Senators were only temporarily stymied 
in pushing through this gigantic annual $1 
Billion tax. Yes, the Democrats gave a few 
bread crumbs to the Republicans to get them 
out of the way. The bribe worked and now 
Oregon has a Sales Tax!

Republicans got nothing. While some say 
Governor Brown “killed” the vaccine mandate 

bill and a bill that increased regulations on 
guns, it is important to understand these 
bills were just set aside; not killed.

Senator Cliff Bentz can tell you how well 
the walkout worked when he was promised 
phony-baloney “more involvement” on the 
committee that passed the Cap-and-Trade 
bill out on May 17. He was ignored.

Rob Freres, who resigned his position 
on Oregon Business & Industry’s Board of 
Directors after HB 3427 passed, gets it. In 
a Willamette Week article, he said, “OBI 
has lost its way and the new tax is the final 
straw.” He criticized OBI taking a neutral 
position on this humongous tax that will hit 
small businesses the hardest. And he went 
on to say, “What did OBI get in exchange for 
selling companies like ours down the river?”

Freres cites the lack of PERS reform, no 
defeat of Cap-and-Trade and no defeat of 
paid family leave legislation. He is correct 
when he said the Cap-and-Trade bill “...
makes manufacturers less competitive and 
increases fuel and natural gas costs for 
Oregon families.”

The other priority bill for Governor Brown 
and the Progressive Democrats is HB 

2020, the Cap-and-Trade bill. This much-
anticpated bill will raise another billion-plus 
dollars via a16-cent increase in gas taxes and 
hurt a lot of industries.

However, it has been reported that Senator 
Brian Boquist has filed an initiative petition 
that would cut the state gas tax by 16 cents 
per gallon which would offset the higher 
energy costs imposed by the cap and trade 
legislation.

That initiative petition may not fare well, 
however, as Democrats are working on a bill 
to hinder the ability of citizens to bring ballot 
measures forward.

A lot of Oregonians are frustrated, and 
even angry. Remember, however, it wasn’t 
always like this. There were times when 
the legislature was more balanced, a time 
when Republicans had a majority in the 
house, and when Republicans held statewide 
elected positions. The only way to change the 
political makeup in Oregon is to get involved, 
become informed and fight for freedom and 
liberty. Elections matter! 

Patti Milne, retired Marion County 
Commissioner and State Representative can 
be reached at 503.551.5590. Watch Patti on 
CCTV’s MomsMatters.

Liberal, Progressive Democrats 
cunningly found a suspicious way 
around to implement their long-

sought sales tax. This is just the first 
step in a full blown state sales tax.

Everyone Pays Regressive Property Taxes
Musings of the Oregon Pioneer By Bob Cannon*

The Legislature will soon end with little 
or no public discussion of Senate Joint 
Resolution 1. Why? SJR 1 would have to 
be submitted to the voters in November 
of 2020 as an amendment to the Oregon 
Constitution. It also would effectively gut 
Measures 5 and 50. Is this a good thing or a 
bad thing? Background is always important.

Measure 5 was approved by the people and 
changed the property tax system. Measure 5 
set a maximum Tax Rate of $10 per thousand 
for cities, counties, special districts (like 
transit) and $5 per thousand for schools. 
Measure 50, a subsequent Amendment to 
Constitution, rolled back the Assessed Value 
of property. This is a very complex system to 
be sure. The short story is that Oregonians 
pay property taxes, and there is a limitation 
on both the Tax Rate and the Assessed Value 
which are the two components of the amount 
of taxes YOU PAY. The Assessed Value is 
the lesser of Real Market Value (what a 
buyer would pay) and Maximum Assessed 
Value (which is 103% of the previous year’s 
Maximum Assessed Value). This is why 
your property taxes go up about 3% each 
year, not counting voter-approved bonds for 
schools, library and a new police station. You 
should visit the Marion County Assessor’s 

webpage and look up your property or call 
our Assessor’s office. Tom Rohlfing is your 
elected Assessor and his email is assessor@
co.marion.or.us and phone is 503-588-5144. 
The Assessor and his staff are very helpful in 
explaining a very complex system. 

Todays property tax system is regressive 
in nature. Regardless of wealth, all persons 
pay the same Tax Rate on the value of their 
property. Those who have large homes or 
commercial businesses pay the same Tax 
RATE as a person with a small home. In 
other words, regardless of a person’s wealth, 
the Tax RATE does not change. Property 
taxes are considered by many as the most 
regressive form of taxation followed closely 
by Sales Taxes and Gross Receipt Taxes. 
The difference is this. With Sales Taxes 
the amount of money in a person’s pocket 
determines if he/she will buy a product and 
pay the Sales Tax. Most Sales Taxes exclude 
groceries and medications. A Gross Receipts 
Tax, which Oregon’s Legislature just passed 
Taxing 10% of Oregon businesses, is also 
regressive. The Tax to be paid by these larger 
businesses is 0.57% of sales exceeding $1 
million dollars of sales made in Oregon. 
Now, there are a couple of business groups 
that will not be taxed. They are petroleum 
products (gas/fuel), grocery stores and 
some health care providers. Also, businesses 
that are subject to this tax might be able to 

subtract a portion of their costs of labor and 
capital expenditures.

Take note fellow taxpayers, these new 
taxes will be passed on to you in a New York 
second. Additionally, it is very clear at least 
50% of the taxes raised will be used to offset 
PERS costs over the next ten years. So what 
is the point of this obscure discussion?

SJR 1 in pertinent part says this: “* * * the 
Legislative Assembly shall enact such laws as 
it deems necessary to ensure that property 
taxes are equitable and fairly apportioned.” 
Yes, a phrase that only lawyers would enjoy 
arguing. That is the point. This proposal 
would allow the Legislature to re-write 
property tax laws in Oregon. The property 
tax limitations currently in the Oregon 
Constitution would most assuredly be 
erased. For local governments it would be 
a windfall of biblical proportions. There are 
certainly two sides to this story. More money 
for police, fire, parks, and streets would 
certainly be nice. Remember, however, that 
higher property taxes are not just paid by 
the wealthy. There are few, if any goods or 
services that do not include property taxes 
in their price. Wholesalers and Retailers 
include property taxes in their costs of 
goods and services sold (including food, 

medications and clothing). Everyone Pays 
Property Taxes. The political or economic 
implications of SJR 1 and other similar 
proposals that increase property taxes and 
continue regressive forms of taxation, like 
the new Gross Receipts Tax, cannot fairly be 
determined except in hindsight. 

However, the Legislature is stuck using 
regressive tax concepts and economic theory 
from centuries ago. The Oregon Legislature 
needs to help Oregon businesses, large 
and small, add new jobs and opportunities 
for workers. Many would argue the rich 
should pay more, and with that I certainly 
agree. Progressive taxation is far superior 
to regressive property taxes, gross receipts 
taxes and sales taxes. These regressive taxes 
hit the poor, working poor and lower income 
people the hardest. Tom Hanks starring 
in Forrest Gump said it best, “Stupid is as 
Stupid does”.   

As the Golden Man stands Atop the great 
dome of the Oregon State Capitol and watches 
the “goings on below,” he is reminded that 
Salem has always been “awash in rain and 
politics.” 

*For many years Bob Cannon and Fred 
VanNatta shared writing articles for The 
Golden Man, Salem Business Journal, using the 
byline Oregon Pioneer. Bob can be reached at 
bobcannon3950@gmail.com.

The Oregon Legislature needs to help Oregon businesses, large 
and small, add new jobs and opportunities for workers.
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Cards and Flowers Piled Up in Winters' Office Wednesday Afternoon. (Claire Withycombe/East Oregonian Media Group)

Rep. Mark Meek, D-Clackamas County, 
sang “Amazing Grace” at the dais of the 
House Wednesday afternoon. The Senate 
was adjourned at the time. Shortly after 
the announcement, a readout board in the 
Senate lit with a message honoring her. 

Winters, 82, was diagnosed with lung 
cancer in 2017. She last participated in a 
Senate vote on April 18. In a statement on 
April 23, Winters said that her cancer “is 
currently in remission, and I continue to 
have proactive treatment to keep it that way.”

She said at the time that she was “having 
side effects from the treatment and I am 
being treated for those side effects.” She 
added that she was “taking a couple of days 
away from the Capitol.”

“It was an honor to know and work with 
Jackie,” Senate Republican Leader Herman 
Baertschiger, Jr., said in a statement. 
“Oregon would not be the state it is today 
without her incredible dedication to the 
causes and people she fiercely believed 
in. Elected to the Oregon Legislature in 
1998 as the state’s first African-American 
Republican, Jackie was an icon and leaves a 
legacy for all Republicans. Her life is a great 
example that with hard work and a strong 
character, the American Dream is possible. 
She will be deeply missed.”

Just last week, Winters said in a statement 
that she was “working hard” to return to the 
Legislature.

Winters was a key legislative budget writer 
and advocate for criminal justice reform, 
and one of only 12 Republicans among the 
Senate’s 30 members.

Former Rep. Vicki Berger said Winters was 
an “Oregon icon” who was her mentor.

“If I needed advice, either political advice 
but mostly legislative advice on how to get 
things done in that building, Jackie was 
your go-to,” Berger said, adding Winters’ 
institutional knowledge was limitless.

Winters led the Republican caucus in 
the Senate from November 2017 until 
December 2018 and was vice chair of the 
Joint Committee on Ways and Means, 
the legislature’s powerful budget writing 
committee. She co-chaired a subcommittee 
handling budgets for the state’s public safety 
agencies.

Going into the 2017 session, Republican 
senators were divided over who would lead. 
Winters emerged as a candidate because 
of the sense of unity she brought and the 
respect she held.

Winters was elected to the Senate in 2002, 
after two terms in the House. She was the 
first black Republican member elected to the 
House.

“We are saddened at the passing of Sen. 
Jackie Winters, a true pioneer, stateswoman 
and valiant leader,” Senate Republican 
leader Carl Wilson, R-Grants Pass, said in 
a statement. “For many years, Sen. Winters 
embodied the spirit of Oregon, overcoming 

obstacles, setting a course for others to follow 
and bridging divides. Oregon has lost a truly 
great legislator and remarkable woman.”

Shortly after announcing her death, the 
House went into recess until the evening.

The outpouring of condolences and grief 
was immense. 

Winters was an institutional figure who 
garnered a rare level of respect from both 
parties. Secretary of State Bev Clarno called 
Winters a “true giant.” Winters was one of 
two senators who spoke at Clarno’s swearing-
in this spring. 

“She will be missed by all who serve here in 
the Capitol, her community, and her family,” 
Clarno said in a statement. “She was a true 
and dedicated public servant, and Oregon 
is better because she dedicated her life to 
public service."

Sen. Tim Knopp, R-Bend, a fellow 
moderate Republican, remembered Winters 
for her courage and patriotism.

“The legacy of service she leaves behind her 
will better our state for generations to come,” 
Knopp said. “I will deeply miss my friend.”

Winters’ last major vote came April 16, 
when she carried a bill on the Senate floor 
that was near to her heart. It was reform of 
Oregon’s mandatory minimum sentencing 
law, Measure 11.

Senate Bill 1008 changed how juveniles are 
treated in the criminal justice system. It’s 
something Winters said she had worked on 
for 50 years. The bill passed the Senate that 
day, and last week passed the House.

State Rep. Janelle Bynum, D-Clackamas, 
said Wednesday that she wished the House 
could have heard from Winters directly on 
the bill.

“I think we would have had a unanimous 
vote because she had that much of a 
command, just her presence,” Bynum said. 

“Thankfully, Senator Winters, known as 
the soul of the Oregon Legislature, was able 
to watch and listen last week as her crowning 
legislative achievement, Senate Bill 1008, 
Juvenile Justice Reform, passed the House,” 
said a statement from Winters’ staff.

Gov. Kate Brown also mentioned SB 1008 
in her statement about Winters, saying the 
late senator’s work would improve the lives 
of Oregonians going forward.

“Senator Jackie Winters has been a bastion 
of integrity, justice, and common sense in the 
Oregon Legislature since she first took her 
seat in 1999,” Brown said. “Her commitment 
to service knew no bounds."

Less than a half hour after her death was 
announced in the Capitol, Senate President 
Peter Courtney, D-Salem, signed the bill that 
will surely go down as part of Winters’ legacy.

“I am heartbroken,” said House Majority 
Leader Jennifer Williamson, D-Portland. 
“Jackie Winters was a true original - an 
extraordinary public servant whose life’s 
work has made Oregon a better place. She 
was a fierce fighter for truth, justice and 

fairness.”
Both women have worked tirelessly on 

criminal justice reform, including on SB 
1008.

“I was not only fortunate to call her a 
friend, but fortunate to have her as a partner 
in the charge for a more just criminal justice 
system,” Williamson said. “I am not quite 
sure what we will do without her.”

Winters’ interest in criminal justice reform 
comes in part from her husband’s experience 
in the system. He was convicted as a teenager 
and spent time in adult prison -- no place for 
a child, she said.

“You are teaching the individual, especially 
the juveniles, how to be better criminals,” 
Winters said on the floor. 

Winters was born in Topeka, Kansas, in 
1937. She moved with her family to Oregon 
four years later, according to her legislative 
biography.

Winters survived when the Columbia 
River flooded Vanport on Memorial Day in 
1948. Vanport was a public housing project 
in North Portland, and the nation’s largest 
public housing development at the time, 
according to the Oregon Historical Society. 
The flood left about 18,000 people homeless.

Winters got her start in government in 
1959, working at what was then the Oregon 
Health Sciences University in the medical 
records unit. Ten years later, at the request 
of then-Gov. Tom McCall, a towering figure 
in Oregon political history, she became 
supervisor of the Office of Economic 
Opportunity’s New Resources Program. 

And in 1979, Gov. Vic Atiyeh appointed her 
ombudsman. In that role she helped start 
the Oregon Food Share Program, a system of 
food banks serving the poor.

She then became a restauranteur. In 1985, 
Winters opened Jackie’s Ribs in Salem, 
and at one point had three restaurants and 
three franchises, according to her legislative 
biography. 

She married Marc “Ted” Winters in 1971. 
She met him while he was working in Gov. 
McCall’s office and she was working at Model 
Cities. Ted Winters died in 2008.

Speaking to reporters in late 2017, when 
she was made Senate Republican leader, 
Winters said she was “very collaborative.”

“I ran multiple restaurants, and what have 
you, which means that you’re accustomed to 

actually dealing with a variety of personalities 
and working to build teams to get the work 
done,” Winters said. “I believe that all of 
our members have talents and that they can 
make a contribution.”

“I can describe her as like a queen holding 
court,” Bynum, the Clackamas Democrat, 
said. “She was the chair of our public safety 
subcommittee, and when she spoke, she said 
what she meant, and she meant what she 
said.”

Bynum said Winters “commanded a level of 
respect in this Capitol that was unparalleled.”

Bynum and Winters were two of the four 
African-American members currently in the 
Legislature.

“I feel like I’ve lost my legislative mother,” 
Bynum said.

“I think she had the respect of her colleagues, 
and she could shift the conversation in a 
meaningful way when it came to issues in the 
African-American community in particular,” 
Bynum said. 

When an Oregon legislator dies or resigns 
midway through her term, her political 
party is obligated to nominate three to five 
applicants for the position, and one is then 
chosen by county officials.

In Winters’ case, the appointment will 
be made by Marion and Polk county 
commissioners, since Winters represented 
parts of both counties in the Senate. The 
vacancy has to be filled within 30 days.

An election will be held next November to 
fill the remaining two years of Winters’ term.

Reporter Claire Withycombe: cwithycombe@
eomediagroup.com or 971-304-4148. 
Withycombe is a reporter for the East 
Oregonian working for the Oregon Capital 
Bureau, a collaboration of EO Media Group, 
Pamplin Media Group, and Salem Reporter.

Reporter Aubrey Wieber: aubrey@
salemreporter.com or 503-575-1251. Wieber is 
a reporter for Salem Reporter who works for 
the Oregon Capital Bureau, a collaboration of 
EO Media Group, the Pamplin Media Group, 
and Salem Reporter.
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Each month, I feature lo-
cal nonprofit leaders who 
make an impact in the 
community. This week’s 
interview is with Ray Sa-
gner, president of the 
nonprofit organization, 
the Salem Fire Founda-
tion. The outstanding 
nonprofit has worked ex-
tremely hard to make the 
Salem community safer. 

They have trained thousands of students in 
CPR and help place over 100 AEDS in the 
community.

Tell us about your non-profit:

Our goal is to achieve the highest save 
rate for sudden cardiac arrest (SCA) in the 
nation. The Salem Fire Foundation's mis-
sion is to improve the health and welfare 
of the greater Salem community. this is ac-
complished by providing CPR training, in-
creasing public access to AEDs, and linking 

trained and equipped public responders to 
people experiencing a cardiac emergency at 
their time of need. We also provide funds to 
assist injured firefighters and their families.

How did you get into the role? How did 
you find yourself in leadership in the 
organization?

After a couple of years away from serving 
our community, I was looking for a good 
fit and was introduced to Chief Mike 
Niblock as a possible founding member 
of the board. The Chief was very clear 
about his expectations for the board and 
the type of folks we were looking for. He 
laid out a plan for the foundation that was 
reasonable, precise, achievable and best of 
all measurable. The passionate and through 
description that Chief Niblock gave to sold 
me in a heartbeat.

In December of 2014, I joined the board 
as the founding Secretary/Treasurer. At the 
end of my term I was asked to stay on and 

assume the role as President. It really is an 
honor to be chosen for this position by such 
a great group of people.

What experiences best prepared you for 
this role?

My work as a financial planner to start. 
We set desired goals, evaluate relevant 
information, design a plan of action, 
implement, evaluate and adjust. That 
process is usually running the background 
for me and it was the process that I heard 
the Chief was describing about his vision for 
the foundation.

Over the years, I have been on other non-
profit boards and President of two. I am 
serving for my fourth non-consecutive term 
for The Smith Fine Arts series at Western 
Oregon University where I was President 
during my second term. Nothing totally 
prepares you for this work - what  you find 
is that boards that work really well have 
really good people and leadership that will 
stay focused on the mission and let people 
do what they are best at.

 
What is difficult about your nonprofit 
leadership role?

The only difficultly I see is my ability to 
devote the time that I feel is necessary to do 
a good job. And getting out there constantly 
to tell our story and raise money. There are 
some good organizations out there and we 
are all competing for a limited amount of 
donations.

What makes for a good board is selecting 
the right people. Alex Rhoten was our 
founding President and did an outstanding 
job getting us off the ground. Chief Niblock 
is out in the public telling our story and 
the staff under Mary VanNatta at Spire 
Management are really the backbone that 
keeps us together. My purpose is to keep 
us focused on our task and act in the most 
efficient manor we can to meet our goals.

What are you looking for in future leaders 
in your group?

We are looking for people who really 
believe in our cause and who can participate 
in our efforts. We have two positions open at 
this time and while we are actively searching 
for candidates, we have to find the right fit.

 
Is there anything else you would like to 
add?

To be clear about what the Salem Fire 
Foundation does to meet our goal of 
achieving the highest save rate for sudden 
cardiac arrest in the nation here are the 
areas that we focus on. The Fire Department 

offers a PulsePoint app that will alert you 
if there is an incident close to you. The 
department offers CPR classes and training 
on the app. We have had over 7,417 folks 
download the app and 4,231 sign up as CPR 
responders.

We were able to place AEDs in every police 
car in the Salem-Keizer area in our first year 
and continue to offer the AEDs to place 
in businesses. That is 139 AEDs in police 
public works vehicles. Our second focus was 
to teach every 8th grader in Salem-Keizer 
CPR -- in 2017, that was 2,626 students. All 
that and our save rate in Salem is improving 
as well and above the national save rate. 

Please check us out at salemfirefoundation.
org. Contact me if you wish to participate or 
donate.

Inspiring Leaders and Non-profits
An interview with Ray Sagner

HARVEY GAIL-
SPIRE

MANAGEMENT

Are you a volunteer leader of a nonprofit or 
association? If you or someone you know would like 
to be featured in my column, email me at harvey@
spiremanagement.com

G. Harvey Gail is president of Spire 
Management, an association management, 
event planning and consulting firm located in 
Salem, Oregon. www.SpireManagement.com , 

@HarvGail.

Ray Sagner is a great example of a lead-
er who combines his professional skills 
with an extremely successful and impor-
tant nonprofit. To learn more about the 
Salem Fire Foundation, visit www.salem-
firefoundation.org.

Ray Sagner, Salem Fire Foundation President 
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When Guy Fieri from Diners, Drive Ins and 
Dives showed up we knew we created much 
more than a burger and brats restaurant…we 
created the Junkyard…a food experience like 
no other. The “WOW FACTOR” along with 
something fresh and new sets us apart and 
that’s why Guy showed up!

If you are ready to have fun, work hard and 
own a business that sells what people crave 
then visit us at 

www.extremeburgers.com
and own your market while its still available!

Join us and own your own Junkyard…
and WOW the folks in your market.
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We were pleased to 
sponsor the Strategic 
Economic Development 
Corporation economic 
update recently. Dr. 
Tim Duy, Professor 
of Economics at the 
University of Oregon gave 
us an encouraging look 
at the economy going 
forward. One indicator we 
all watch is interest rates.

Interest rates are a 
key indicator of how the 
economy is performing. 
When the cost of capital 
becomes more expensive, 

it is less profitable and riskier for a business 
to expand, while commercial real estate 
investment transactions can become less 
attractive. On the other hand, when interest 
rates are falling, the cost of capital becomes 
cheaper and both business and real estate 
investors may benefit.

Recently, the federal government made the 
announcement that they would hold back on 
any interest rate increases for the duration of 
2019, despite their statement months earlier 
that there would likely be multiple interest rate 
increases. What impact will this have on both 
business and on commercial real estate?

Primarily, it allows businesses and investors 
to breathe a sigh of relief knowing that they 

can expect interest rates to remain consistent. 
In turn, people’s confidence in businesses, the 
economy, and commercial real estate investing 
may grow. Specifically, within commercial real 
estate this can help hold property values and 
increase their worth, because new investments 
make sense at today’s higher prices.

When interest rates rise and buyers try to 
pencil out a potential investment opportunity, 
the higher monthly loan payments at the higher 
interest rate will cause them to demand a lower 
price for the property, yet owners will still want 
the price that they could have obtained when 
the interest rate was lower. This can lead to a 
stalemate and the volume of sale transactions 
in the marketplace can become greatly reduced. 

But the good news is that now, with interest 
rates expected to remain the same, there’s 
a much lower risk of a stalemate occurring 
and there’s a much better chance of seeing a 
continued fluid commercial real estate market. 
However, if buyers begin feeling that we’re at or 
near the top of this real estate cycle, they may 
act cautiously.

All things considered, interest rates 
remaining the same rather than increasing will 
help to stimulate more overall activity. This 
pause in the rise of interest rates is good for our 
economy, and it will generate more business 
and commercial real estate activity.

Alex Rhoten is a Principal Broker with 
Coldwell Banker Commercial Mountain West 
Real Estate. www.CBCRE.com .

ALEX RHOTEN
PRINCIPAL 
BROKER,  

COLDWELL 
BANKER 

COMMERCIAL 
MOUNTAIN 

WEST 
REAL ESTATE

What Does A Pause In Rising Interest 
Rates Mean For The Economy?
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(SALEM, Ore.) — Hundreds of artists 
from 11 Oregon counties participated in the 
Oregon Health Authority’s statewide art 
contest for middle school students. Designs 
from three Marion County youth were 

chosen among the top 12 to be featured in 
the 2020 Problem Gambling Awareness 
calendar. The calendar contest is held 
annually during March – Problem Gambling 
Awareness Month.

Walea Tombleson, a 7th grade student from 
Claggett Creek Middle School in Keizer, was 
awarded the top state prize and will see her 
work featured on the cover of the calendar. 
Artwork from 7th grade students Kelsey 
Schauer from Whiteaker Middle School in 
Keizer and McKenna Morales from Waldo 
Middle School in Salem will be featured in 
the calendar as well.

The state estimates that about 1-in-37 
youth ages 10 to 18 and 1-in-13 adults may 
have a potential gambling problem. As with 
alcohol or drug use, problem gambling 
can turn into an addiction. A person with 
a gambling disorder is at higher risk of 
alcohol abuse, drug abuse, and suicidal 
thoughts. Additionally, relationships with 
loved ones can suffer. Although most youth 
do not participate in gambling activities 
and most adults do not have a gambling 
problem, it is important for everyone to 
know it is an activity that carries risk. Free 
help and treatment is available by calling 
1-877-MYLIMIT.

Eighty-five middle school students from 
Keizer, Salem, Mt. Angel, Jefferson, and 
Sublimity used these concepts to create their 
artwork. Marion County awarded prizes for 
the top five entries that moved on to the 
state contest and included their artwork on 
awareness posters. These included the three 

state award winners as well as Jarrod Kohler, 
Marion County’s top prize winner, from 
Whiteaker Middle School and Emmanuel 
Sandoval from Mt. Angel Middle School.

Printing and distribution of the 2020 calendar 
is scheduled for fall 2019. For more information 
about problem gambling prevention or to 
request a free calendar or awareness poster, 
please contact Michael Keuler, Marion County 
Health & Human Services, at (503) 576-2867 
or visit www.co.marion.or.us/HLT/PH/PS/
gambling/.

Salem-Keizer Students Awarded Top Honors in Art Contest
Three 7th grade students win spots in Oregon Health Authority’s 2020 Problem Gambling Awareness Calendar

7Th Grade Student Walea Tombleson Was Awarded The Top State Prize.

Artwork by Kelsey Schauer

Artwork by McKenna Morales
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Energy Trust of Oregon can provide businesses with cash  
incentives to reduce upfront costs and make energy-saving  
upgrades more affordable.  

+
SAVE ENERGY. BRING US IN.  
Visit www.energytrust.org/BringUsIn   
or call 1.866.605.1676. 

Serving customers of Portland General Electric,  
Pacific Power, NW Natural, Cascade Natural Gas  
and Avista.

MAKE SAVINGS
YOUR BEST FRIEND.
BRING US IN.

12418 EnergyTrust_SalemBusJournal_Ad_7.5x4.75_v02.indd   1 5/4/18   5:59 PM
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John L. Scott Real Estate
Salem Office - 503-585-0100

salemoffice.johnlscott.com

• Interactive Map With GPS
• Location Based Search
• MIs/Property Number Search
• Extensive Search Criteria Options
• Road And Satellite Map Views

SIMPLY TYPE IN YOUR
 BROWSER JLSAPP.COM

• Comprehensive Property Details w/Photos
• Built In Sharing Tools
• Driving Directions
• Mortgage Calculator
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Last month we 
opened with the simple 
observation that everyone 
has an estate plan, either 
the one you develop with 
advisors or the one that 
through lack of planning 
the state government has 
set up for you. We learned 
that estate planning 
addresses two important 
issues: 1) the distribution 

of your assets, and 2) your care, should you 
become incapacitated or in poor health.  
The focus of last month’s article was on the 
basic will, account titling, and beneficiary 
designations. This month we will explore the 
Revocable Living Trust.

A Revocable Living Trust is a legal 
document created by the ‘Grantor’, who is 
either you, or you and your spouse.  Living 
trusts are often used because they may allow 
assets to be passed to heirs without going 
through the probate process. Going through 
probate is often costly (the probate courts, 
in some states, charge a fee based on a 
percentage of the net worth of the deceased), 
time consuming, and public (the probate 
records are available to the public, while 
distribution through a trust is private).Unless 
you are married and pass away residing in a 
community property state, your property, 

whether you have a valid will or not, will 
enter probate. A court having jurisdiction of 
the decedent's estate supervises probate in 
order to ensure that the decedent's property 
is distributed according to the direction of 
his/her will and/or the laws of the state.

As the word revocable implies, once 
the trust is set up it can be amended or 
replaced by the Grantor during his or her 
life. The trust becomes irrevocable upon 
the Grantor’s death and cannot be changed. 
Living trusts also can be utilized to plan for 
unforeseen circumstances such as incapacity 
or disability.

Before we continue with the description of 
a living trust, let’s define the parties to the 
trust: The Grantor (also called the settlor, 
trustor, or trust maker) is the person who 
sets up the trust. An estate planning attorney 
draws up the documents for the Grantor. 
The Trustee is the person who will manage 
the trust assets, and usually in a Living 
Trust it the same person who set up the 
trust, since he/she wants to manage his or 
her own property. The Successor Trustee is 
the person who will manage the trust assets 
when the Grantor dies, or in the event the 
Grantor becomes incapacitated. Upon the 
Grantor’s death, the Successor Trustee has 
the obligation to distribute the trust’s assets 
according to the Grantor’s instructions in 
the trust instrument but does not have the 

legal right to change the trust. The Successor 
Trustee has the duty to manage the assets in 
the estate and must do so for the benefit of 
the remainder beneficiaries. At the Grantor’s 
death, the Successor Trustee automatically 
takes over without court order, pays any 
debts, expenses and taxes directed to be paid 
by the terms of the written trust document, 
and then distributes the property to the 
trust beneficiaries, be they individuals or 
institutions. 

To establish a basic living trust, the Grantor 
signs a document called a declaration 
of trust. In the document, the Grantor 
typically names himself/herself as trustee, 
and transfers assets to that trust. Because 
the Grantor is named as the trustee, he/
she maintains full control over the assets. 
Every asset that does not have a beneficiary 
designation should be re-titled in the name 
of the trust. Several people overlook re-titling 
many of their assets, like saving accounts, 
safe deposit boxes and real estate. If you as 
the Grantor fail to title assets into the trust 
name, the assets go through probate, one of 
the things they set out to accomplish. 

Depending on the complexity of the trust, 
it may be advisable to use a corporate trustee 
such as a bank or investment company 
especially for the successor trustee position. 
Corporate trustees must provide accurate 
and detailed records of all transactions that 

take place in the trust for however long the 
trust exists. And serious thought must be 
given to naming an individual or family 
member as the successor trustee as they may 
not have the skills to do the job necessary, 
especially when it comes to managing trust 
property and investments. 

After the Grantor dies, the person identified 
as successor trustee in the trust document 
generally assumes that role. The successor 
trustee transfers ownership of the assets in 
the trust to the beneficiaries named in the 
trust document. In many cases, the whole 
process takes only a few weeks and there 
are no lawyer or court fees to pay. When 
all the property has been transferred to the 
beneficiaries, the living trust terminates.

Next month we will finish up our primer on 
estate planning with the power of attorney, 
health care directives and planning for 
incapacity. 

RAY SAGNER
FINANCIAL 
COLUMNIST

More on The Estate Plan That You Want

The purpose of this article is to inform our readers 
about financial planning/life issues. It is not intended, 
nor should it be used, as a substitute for specific legal, 
accounting, or financial advice. As  advice in these dis-
ciplines may only be given in response to inquiries re-
garding specific situations from a trained professional.
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Last month, the Oregon 
Legislature passed the 
Corporate Activities Tax 
– a gross receipts tax on 
business entities (not just 
corporations) aimed at 
increasing state spending 
for public education by 
more than $1 billion per 
year.

Important details of 
the new tax plan (like the 
0.57% rate) were final-

ized and made public just two days before 
the bill passed the House on a party-line 
vote.

Republican state senators delayed the vote 
in the Senate by avoiding a week’s worth of 
floor sessions, but in the end, the bill passed 
the Senate, less than two weeks after the 
House vote, again on party lines.

Just three days later, HB 3427 was signed 
into law by Gov. Kate Brown.

Barring a successful referral campaign, 
starting in 2020, Oregon will begin tax-
ing businesses with $1 million or more in 
Oregon sales, whether they make a profit 
or not. Companies that make huge profits 

will pay the tax – so will those that break 
even. Most egregiously, companies that lose 
money (like start-ups) will also pay the tax. 
They might even owe the state the same, or 
more, in new taxes than the company with 
plentiful profits.

Oregon’s new tax policy completely re-
moves profit from the equation. Ironically, 
not-for-profit businesses (and other non-
profit organizations) are exempt from the 
new tax.

For politicians to take such extreme mea-
sures -- to not just raise taxes, but to change 
the way we tax businesses -- they must not 
have had any other choice, right?

Why pass a regressive tax that hurts low-
income families the most when just a few 
short years ago, voters soundly rejected a 
gross receipts tax?

• The state budget must be in bad shape. 
• Tax collections must be sharply down. 
• We must have been facing massive 
   cuts to key public services.
Wrong. The funds generated by the new 

Corporate Activities Tax are earmarked for 
new public education spending. New spend-
ing – not budget hole filling.

And if you’re in the business of advocating 
for increased state spending on education, 
or anything else for that matter, it’s a very 

good thing that the Legislature passed HB 
3427 when it did.

Two days after the bill passed in the Sen-
ate – the day before Gov. Kate Brown signed 
it, state economists from Oregon’s Office of 
Economic Analysis presented the quarterly 
revenue forecast to members of the Legisla-
ture’s revenue committees. Every forecast is 
critical to understanding the financial situ-
ation of the state, but the May forecast (in 
odd-numbered years) is especially impor-
tant because those revenue projections help 
build the state’s next two-year budget.

Let’s rewind for a moment – we’re near-
ing the end of the 2017-2019 biennium. 
The original 17-19 close of session (COS) 
projection for net general fund and lottery 
resources was about $21.4 billion. Fast 
forward back to today, the May 2019 fore-
cast shows that the state is now expected 
to bring in a total of $23.8 billion! That’s 
$2.4 billion more than was expected. When 
asked what happened, the state economists 
attributed the sharp increase to the federal 
Tax Cuts & Jobs Act of 2017.

Luckily for taxpayers (and woe to tax-
and-spenders) $1.4 billion is now headed 
back into their pockets because of Oregon’s 

Kicker law. When revenues exceed 2% of 
what’s expected to come in, personal in-
come tax filers receive a credit toward their 
next-year’s state income tax liability. That 
$1.4 billion figure translates to about 7.6% 
above original COS projection for the end 
of the 17-19 biennium – way above the 2% 
threshold that “kicks” the kicker.

However, that wasn’t the only big news 
from the May revenue forecast. Not only 
will Oregonians receive the largest kicker 
in history, but the state is now projected to 
have more than $700 million in additional 
revenue available for the upcoming 19-21 
biennium. Since this announcement, the 
Capitol has been abuzz with lobbyists trying 
to score that “new money” for their favorite 
causes.

The bottom line is Oregon has never 
brought in more tax revenue than it’s cur-
rently bringing in – and that was before the 
addition of the Corporate Activities Tax’s 
billions. Will it be enough? No, it’s never 
enough. The calls for higher taxes and in-
creased spending will start up again very 
soon in Salem, if they haven’t started al-
ready.

Anthony K. Smith is Oregon state director 
for the National Federation of Independent 
Business.

ANTHONY K. 
SMITH

OREGON 
STATE  

DIRECTOR 
NFIB

It’s Never Enough

Why pass a regressive tax that hurts 
low-income families the most when just 

a few short years ago, voters soundly 
rejected a gross receipts tax?
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The Salem Art Association (SAA) is 
pleased to announce that it has received 
support from the Reser Family Foundations 
to continue to provide arts and history pro-
gramming to underserved K-12 students.

 
The Arts & History Immersion Program 

focuses on high-poverty Title I schools with 
limited access to cultural resources by pro-
viding them with free field-trips to the Bush 
House Museum and to SAA’s Bush Barn Art 
Center.  Students gain first-hand experienc-
es in contemporary art and an opportunity 
to journey back through time and experi-
ence a piece of enduring Oregon history at 
the Bush House Museum.

  
Since the pilot for the project was launched 

in 2015, the Arts and History Immersion 

Program has been bridging the barriers that 
too often keep Title I students from having 
enriching cultural experiences that can add 
depth and resonance to their education. 
Each year, the Bush Barn Art Center and the 
Bush House Museum provide art and his-
tory field trips for 900-1,000 fourth-grade 
students attending some of our communi-
ty’s most challenged Title I schools.

As a grant-funded program, SAA is only 
able to continue to offer this service to Title 
I schools with the help of generous com-
munity benefactors like the Reser Family 
Foundation, who also funded the pilot in 
2015-16, providing the seed money that led 
to the development of a highly successful 
arts/history integration program for Title I 
fourth-grade students.

The Reser Family Foundation Supports Arts 
and History Program for Underserved Students

Willamette Connections Academy 
(WillCA), Oregon’s newest statewide online 
public charter school, is now enrolling 
students in grades K-12 for the 2019-
2020 school year. Willamette Connections 
Academy will offer a safe, supportive, 
flexible online learning option to meet the 
needs of the modern student, giving families 
the ability to customize and monitor their 
student’s education. 

“We’re excited to enroll students and 
engage with their families ahead of the 
2019-20 school year,” said Timothy Hyre, 
Willamette Connections Academy Board 
President. “We look forward to offering 
students a personalized approach to 
education, giving them the opportunity to 
reach their highest academic potential while 
also providing them with the flexibility to 
pursue outside passions and activities.” 

Willamette Connections Academy will 
meet the needs of a variety of students 
throughout Oregon seeking an innovative, 
individualized approach to education. A 
2019 Connections Academy Parent Survey 
revealed the top reasons parents enroll their 
students in a Connections Academy school 
included a desire for flexibility (48%), 
dissatisfaction with their local school 
(37%), a safe environment (36%), more 
involvement with their child’s education 
(25%), to avoid bullying (23%), and to 
accommodate their child’s health issues 
(17%). 

Willamette Connections Academy 
students will be able to access lessons 
and connect with their highly-qualified 
Oregon certified teachers anywhere there 
is an Internet connection. Students will 
also regularly attend real-time online 
classroom sessions, called LiveLessons®, 
where they can interact with their teacher 
and classmates just as they would in a 
traditional classroom. 

A “Learning Coach”, usually a parent 
or other trusted adult, helps to monitor 

student progress in the home. Willamette 
Connections Academy teachers will work 
closely with students and Learning Coaches 
to develop personalized learning plans and 
provide additional support to meet each 
student’s unique needs.

Willamette Connections Academy will 
utilize the award-winning Connections 
Academy® program and rigorous 
standards-aligned curriculum, allowing 
students to move through assignments 
at their own pace. In addition to core 
subjects, curriculum includes a wide range 
of electives, Gifted and Talented and honors 
classes, college prep, and Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) courses. 

Outside of classes, students will be able 
to socialize through a number of in-person 
school-organized field trips as well as online 
clubs and activities. 

Families interested in learning more 
about Willamette Connections Academy 
and the enrollment process are invited to 
attend an upcoming online information 
session. To find out more about the sessions 
or Willamette Connections Academy, call 
800-382-6010 or visit the school’s website.

About Willamette Connections Academy 
Willamette Connections Academy is a recently-
approved statewide tuition-free, full-time public 
virtual charter school that students across the 
state attend from home. The school is authorized 
by the Scio School District and is overseen by 
its own governing board and school leader. 
Willamette Connections Academy will begin 
serving students in grades K-12 in the 2019-20 
school year. The school utilizes the nationally-
recognized Connections Academy program, 
combining Oregon-certified teachers, a high-
quality curriculum, technology tools, electives, 
clubs and community experiences to create 
a safe, supportive environment for families 
seeking a personalized, flexible approach to 
education. For more information, call 800-382-
6010 or visit the school’s website.

Oregon’s Newest Online Public School Kicks 
Off Enrollment for 2019-2020 School Year

 Willamette Connections Academy to offer tuition-free option for
students in grades K-12 across the state beginning fall 2019
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Leon Tolchinsky has a problem like no other in Neil Simon’s comedy, Fools, opening at 
Pentacle Theatre May 24.

Sure, Tolchinsky is ecstatic because he's landed a terrific teaching job in the idyllic Ukrai-
nian hamlet of Kulyenchikov. But everyone who lives there has been cursed with chronic 
stupidity for the last 200 years. Even worse, he discovers that if he stays in the village for 
more than 24 hours, he too will be cursed, just like the townspeople sweeping dust from their 
stoops back into their houses, milking cows upside down to get more cream and constantly 
losing their sheep.

To make matters worse, Tolchinsky falls in love with his beautiful student, Sophia, a girl so 
stupid she’s only recently learned how to sit down. If Tolchinsky can’t find a way to quickly 
lift the curse, all is lost and he’ll just become another ignorant fool.

Chock full of quirky, funny characters, not to mention plenty of hilarious one-liners, Neil 
Simon allegedly wrote Fools to be a Broadway flop after agreeing to share 50 percent of the 
show’s profits with his soon to be ex-wife. Lucky for her, and for us, Fools is one of Simon’s 
best — a madcap comic fable that’s fun for middle school age and older theatre-goers.

Neil Simon’s Comic Fable, Fools, at Pentacle Theatre

IF YOU GO

What: Fools, a comic fable by Neil Simon, the king of Broadway comedies.
Directed by: Dani Potter.
Sponsored by: Duchess & Munchkin. 

When: May 24 - June 15.

Where: Pentacle Theatre, 324 52nd Ave. NW, off Highway 22, about 6 miles west of 
downtown Salem, Oregon.

Suitability: Fools is suitable for middle school age and older audiences.

Tickets: Range in price from $24-29.
$29 for opening night includes a catered post-show party.
$25 for Friday and Saturday evening performances.
$27 for Sunday matinee performances.
$24 for Wednesday and Thursday evening performances.
Seniors, students and military are eligible for a $1.50 discount per ticket with ID.
Oregon Trail cardholders are eligible for a 50 percent discount per ticket.

Where to buy: Advance tickets are available at Pentacle’s downtown Salem ticket of-
fice at 145 Liberty St. NE or by calling 503-485-4300 from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on week-
days, or online at tickets.pentacletheatre.org. Tickets are also available at the theater 
box office 45 minutes before each performance.

Student Rush tickets: Half-price student rush tickets for remaining open seats are available 
at the theatre box office 15 minutes before each performance with a school ID.

Tickets for low-income persons: In partnership with Salem for All, Pentacle Theatre offers 
half-price tickets to Oregon Trail Card holders. For information, go to salemforall.org

For more information: PentacleTheatre.org or call 503-485-4300.
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CALL TODAY TO SEE OUR DIFFERENCE

Park Front Coastline Foot and ankle Center JaCkson’s Milwaukie

Coldwell Banker Commercial and the Coldwell Banker Commercial logo are registered service marks licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Each office is independently owned and operated.

Your workplace says a lot about your business. 
Let us help you find the perfect location.

MOUNTAIN WEST REAL ESTATE

ALEX RHOTEN
Principal Broker       

(503) 587-4777 
CBCRE.com
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TASTEFULLY REMODELED!
McNary Estates condo! 2 bdrm, 2 bath, 1756 sq. ft. condo. 

Engineered wood floors, granite, travertine. Two patios.
Room in garage for golf cart. $345,000. (745606)

MCNARY ESTATES CONDO!
Vaulted living room with gas fireplace open to dining room. Slider 
to private deck. 2 vaulted bdrms, 2 full baths, 1,551 sq. ft of living 

area. Floored attic storage. $297,500 (748984)

9.96 ACRES IN DALLAS!
Great view! 32x24 shop with concrete floor & 220. 24x16 general 

purpose building. 3 bdrm, 2 bath, 1000 sq. ft. manufactured home. 
$399,500 (746732)



RANCH to TABLE
Hailing from the bountiful Pacific Northwest, Double R Ranch is widely 

recognized for superior beef. They are committed to working with the region’s 
most reputable ranchers who use the best practices to make certain their cattle 

are well cared for and all of their beef is robust, juicy and tender.
Available at your local Roth’s Fresh Markets.

Double R Ranch beef is
hand selected to include only 

USDA Choice Grade and higher 
levels of marbling.

Your Family Deserves the Best!

Always Fresh, Fast and Friendly

NORTHWEST

Mild climate, open spaces and 
abundant natural resources 

make the Northwest an
ideal location for raising

the finest cattle.


